Musical Education – Necessity or Entertainment?
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Abstract
The complementary music education, carried out in private educational institutions is
both a new reality of the Romanian cultural landscape and a trend that has
undergone an amazing development in recent years. This study aims to answer the
question: "music education necessity or entertainment?" starting from a research
carried out in such an institution that had as objective the feedback provided by the
parents of the students, focused not only on the development of the musical
aptitudes of their children but also on the way in which musical education contributes
fully to the development of children's personality.
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INTRODUCTION
The 21st century is the century of global change, both in society and in educational
practice. Education and the educational process have represented over time one of
the fundamental components of the society, and the artistic training activities have
become indispensable means in human education (Sârb, Muntean, 2018).
The expression through art has become, over time, more and more complex,
turning to be perceived as a means of knowledge and self-knowledge, contributing to
the improvement of human relations (Demenescu, 2014).
In recent decades, aesthetic values have been shaped so diversely that it
becomes increasingly difficult to distinguish what is authentic and valuable (Lukacs,
1972). Each kind of art is addressed to a certain audience, to a certain segment of the
society. Thus, art education is essential in the harmonious development of the child,
who will form the audience of tomorrow.
Looking at the whole, we will observe that in the last years education through
art and music has developed a lot in an extracurricular branch. Thus, at national level
various cultural centers, private art schools, associations offering music courses for
children and adults were set up.
These centers have a positive impact on society, offering the possibility of
learning some notions of music, studying an instrument or developing vocal qualities
in an appropriate environment and framework. The performance criteria of these
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centers are established according to the value of the interpreters, the didactic groups
that turn the productions, the number of activities designed and dedicated to the
students, as well as the visibility of the activities at local, national or even
international level.
At the national level there are such centers in all the big cities, in the big
centers of culture, so in the city of Bucharest there are visible in the online
environment a number of 45 private institutions, in Timișoara 11, and in Cluj we find 8
locations.
METHODS
For an overview of the music education activity, we formulated a set of 20
questions in a questionnaire. The parents of the children attending piano lessons,
stringed instruments lessons or singing lessons were invited to respond to this study
within the Incubatorul de Arte Timisoara and Giroc sections, amounting to a total of
170 respondents.
The Incubatorul de Arte (in English: The Art’s Incubator) was established in
2012, being the first such institution in Timisoara. The private music education
institution offers piano lessons, stringed instruments, singing, theater and ballet for
children and adults, operating at maximum capacity since 2016.
In the sense of interest for music education, we asked specific questions,
structured in three directions, as follows: PRELIMINARY DATA, RESULTS,
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS.
PRELIMINARY DATA
The interest for music education from the perspective of music
specialization rests mostly with the students studying the piano, identified by a
number of 76 persons, representing a percentage of 44.7%, followed by the string
instruments - 44 persons (25.9 %) and those who study singing - 50 people (29.4%).
The classification therefore shows that the greatest interest lies in the study of the
piano.
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Chart 1.The preference for a certain musical specialization

The highest percentage in terms of age category belongs to students aged 1014 years - 41.2%, (70 persons), followed by the category 5-9 years, 39.4% (67
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persons), followed by the 15-19 year category with 13.5% (23 people) and the 20+
years category with 5.9% (10 persons).
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Chart 2.Students’ age distribution
The question You chose music practice as an extracurricular activity for your
child as: entertainment activity was answered by 72 people (42.3%), while as an
intellectual activity by 98 people(57.6%).
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Chart 3.The extracurricular study of music: entertainment or intellectual practice
The choice of this activity was determined by the fact that: it is trendy 9.4%
(16 persons), the child wanted this activity 41.1% (70 persons) and it is part of the
education strategy of the family 49.5% (78 persons)
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Chart 4.The reason for choosing extracurricular music education.
Do you think that music education can contribute to: an increase of the
degree of culture recorded answers from 47 people (27.6%), developing special skills
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was chosen by a number of 67 people (39.4%) and discipline scored a percentage of
32.9% (56 persons).
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Chart 5.The contribution of music education to personal development.
Finally, according to the respondents, the ideal age for starting music
education is 3 years old (112 people), mirrored by the percentage of 65.9%, followed
by that of 6 years old with a percentage of 27.1% (46 people) and by those who
consider that age is not important (12 people), the latter amounting to 7%.
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Chart 6.The ideal age to start music education.
RESULTS
To the question how long did you enroll your child in music education
courses? The following answers were recorded: 1 year 23.5% (40 people), 2 years
35.3% (60 people), more than 3 years 41.2% (70 persons).
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Chart 7. How long your child study music
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Did you notice any positive changes in your child's behavior after he or she
started studying music? recorded the following answers: yes 84.7% (144 persons), no
4.7% (8 persons) and for 10.6% (18 persons) it is not relevant.
The impact is not relevant (10.6%)
No, there isn't a positive impact
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Yes, ther is a positive impact
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Chart 8.The positive impact of the study of music on the behavior of the
child.
In the content of our questionnaire we also received answers to the following
questions:
Have you noticed any positive changes in your child's school performance
after he or she started studying music? The following answers were registered: yes
68.2% (116 persons), no 10.6% (18 persons), not relevant 21.2% (36 persons).
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Chart 9.The impact of the study of music on the child’s school performance.
Have you noticed any positive changes regarding your child's stress
endurance after he or she started studying music? The following answers were
registered: 129 respondents chose the yes option (75, 9%), 16 people checked no
(9.4%), and 25 people chose the non-relevant version 14.7%.
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Chart 10.The impact of the study of music on the child’s stress endurance
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Do you think musical practice has helped your child become more
disciplined / organized in school activities? The following answers were registered:
yes 69.4% (118 persons), no13.5% (23 persons), not relevant 17.1% (29 persons).
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Chart 11.The impact of the study of music on the child’s school activities
management.
To the question do you think that musical practice can help reduce your
child's anxiety?, the respondents ticked: yes 100%.
The last section of the questionnaire, entitled CONCLUSIONS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS, recorded answers to the following questions:
Does your child enjoy listening to music? The answer was Yes 100%.
How often does your child listen to music? Answers recorded: 100% for
daily.
In what part of the day does your child listen to music? The following
responses were recorded: in the morning 10.6% (18 persons), at lunch 28.8% (49
persons), in the evening 60.6% (103 persons).
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Chart 12.The time of the day when the child is listening to music
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In what circumstances does your child listen to music? Answers recorded:
when he/she wakes up, he/she listens to music on the phone 16.5% (28 people),
when he/she comes from school 23.5% (40 people), in the evening before bed 60%
(102 people).
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Chart 13.The circumstances when the child is listening to music
When asked do you think musical practice is a priority in children's
education? the answer of all the participants was YES, so all respondents
consider,100%, that music practice should be part of children's education.
Asked if they are likely to recommend the study of music to other parents,
as a benefit in children's education, the participants in this study chose to answer
100%, YES.
At the end of the questionnaire, the participants answered the question:
choose one of the listed benefits that best defines the results obtained through
music education, in your opinion. Responses recorded: it contributes to the
development of personality 37.6% (64 persons), it contributes to the stimulation of
memory 40.6% (69 persons), it contributes to the formation of cultural education
14.7% (25 persons), it is a pleasant way to spend free time 7.1% (12 people).
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Chart 13.The benefits of extracurricular music studying.
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CONCLUSIONS
The results of this questionnaire are therefore more than gratifying, including
the one regarding the question asked at the beginning of this paper: Is Music
Education a necessity or entertainment?
Certainly, from the feedback received from the most well-informed observers
of the results of children's musical education, namely their own parents, it is
extremely clear that music education, extra-curricular included, is a necessity because
it has an extremely positive impact, visible on the child's development, which is
observed from several perspectives, by the vast majority of the respondents to the
questionnaire.
Noteworthy the fact that at certain key questions regarding the decrease in
the child's anxiety, his/her cultural development but also the education of his/her
musical aesthetic sense, the parents' feedback was 100% positive.
Moreover, it is worth noting that 100% of parents would also recommend to
other parents the study of music for their children.
Moreover, after completing the study that was the basis of our research, we
understand that the interest of the respondents in music education is quite high,
being viewed from their perspective as a priority in children's education.
The interest for music practice in the private system is high but also
expectations in this area are becoming higher and higher, hinting therefore to the
need for music education in the life of modern society.
The knowledge of the requirements in the field of music education in the
private system is a topic of interest, for which it is necessary to identify several
institutions at local, county and national level, in order to apply this questionnaire, in
order to carry out a study with national impact.
The present research can be considered as a preliminary study, the basis of a
much larger research, which will primarily aim to outline an opinion on the impact of
art education, and implicitly of music education in human education, modern society
and the development of human relations.
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